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The Valley of Akron Welcomes...

Ill. and Most Worshipful Bro, Jess N. Raines, 33°
163rd Grand Master of Masons in Ohio

Honoree of Your Spring Reunion



Valley of akron
Thrice PoTenT MasTer: Marc a. osborne

sovereign Prince: george r. nockengosT, M.s.a.

MosT Wise MasTer: Jesse r. PerTee

coMMander in chief: david a. korb

Our vision: We will strive to be a fraternity that fulfills our Masonic Obligation to care for our members.

WE. NEED. PHOTOS.
Your Rite Lite newsletter looks best when if features more 
photographs. If you take pictures at any Valley event, please 
share some with the editor: dxferris@gmail.com.

ONE THING TO KNOW
The 2019 Spring Reunion will be held April 24-27. The Reunion 
is named for Illustrious and Most Worshipful Brother Jess N. 
Raines, 33º.

deadline for May-June ediTion: friday, aPril 19. if you can.

eMail The ediTor: dXferris@gMail.coM . We’re haPPy To do WhaT We can for you.

VALLEY 
CALENDAR
AND
TRESTLE 
BOARD 

APRIL 24-27, 2019: 

SPRING REUNION HONORING MWB JESS 
N. RAINES. 24TH IS FOR THE CANDIDATES 
ONLY. SEE PAGE 8 FOR FULL AGENDA.

TUESDAY, MARCH 16: 

FEAST OF THE PASCHAL LAMB. 7:00 
P.M. CUYAHOGA FALLS MASONIC 
TEMPLE. GUEST SPEAKER: ILL. AND 
MOST EXCELLENT COMPANION ROSS R. 
BLACK II, 33º. FRIENDS AND FAMILY ARE 
WELCOME!

THURSDAY, MAY 16: 

ANNUAL MEETING  AND ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS

THURSDAY, MAY 23: 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS.
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Please call Hospitaler, Illustrious Bill Murphy, 33º at 330-630-2017 to report ill and deceased Brethren.  Also, 
please notify him when you come home from the hospital or if you go to a nursing home.  (Nursing homes 
will not give us any  information.) Your cooperation will help keep our records up-to-date. 
Updated February 28, 2019.

~ IN ASSISTED LIVING AND NURSING HOMES ~
Charles Billow, Rockynol, 1150 W. Market St., Akron OH 44313

Earl Hall, Jr. Briarwood Healthcare Community. 3700 Englewood Dr. Stow, OH 44224
Dale Mortimer, 33º. Masonic Home. #YR424. 2655 W. National Rd. Springfield, OH 45504

Robert Nettle. Inn at Coalridge. 1300 Coalridge Pkwy #506. Wadsworth, OH 44281
Richard Smith. Sunrise Assisted Living. 1500 State Road. #104. Cuyahoga Falls, 44223

Harold Wright. Bath Creek Estates. 186 W. Bath Rd. Rm #437. Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223

~ AT HOME ~
Charles Ault. 2076 Stonebridge Crossing. Stow, OH 44224

Warren G. Carden. 1924 Basswood Dr. Kent, OH 44240
Robert Gordan. 1340 Niagra Ave. Akron, OH 44305
George L. Jackson. P.O. Box 28. Pahrump, NV 89041

Harold S. Lundstrom, 33º. 675 N. Portage Path. Akron, OH 44303-1223
Donald F. Miller. 11835 Crawford Parrish Lane. Parrish, FL 34129-1213 

James Rasnick. 1446 Suffield Oaks Ln. Mogadore, OH 44260
James L. Sendelbach. 3068 Kent Rd. Apt. 203C. Stow, OH. 44224
Glenn E. Smith. 1837 Highbridge Rd. Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223
John Stephens, 33º. 520 Crystal Lake Rd. Akron, OH 44333-1714

Gene Treptow, MSA. 1695 Queen Gate Circle. Apt. #107. Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221-5543

~ RECOVERING • BATTLING MEDICAL ISSUES ~
        
        Richard Apati        Ronald O. Donner           Daniel Evans, Jr. 
        Larry I. Frye         Everett V. Gainer                 Marvin “Bud” Hardy, 33º          

        Robert J. Hoch, Jr.         Dewey Jenkins, 33º          Donald Mason 
        Richard A. McKinney, MSA       Robert C. Roach, 33º         James R. Yocum, MSA

       Eugene E. Grand    18 December 2018

       Robert L. Gorham, 33º   11 January 2019

       Arthur C. Robinson II   25 February 2019
 

          May they rest in peace.
             
         

IN MEMORIAM

HOSPITALER’S REPORT
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Eugene “Billy” Keller.
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Ill. and Most Worshipful Bro., Jess N. Raines, 33°
163rd Grand Master of Masons in Ohio

For Whom the Reunion is Named

Ill. Bro. Jess N. Raines, 33º, of Malta, was elected the 163rd 
Grand Master of Masons, in Ohio, on Oct. 13, 2018. As Grand 
Master, MWB Raines presides over 450 lodges throughout the 
state, with a membership of 75,000 Ohio Masons.

MWB Raines was raised in McConnelsville, OH, and graduated 
from Morgan High School in 1992. He continued his education at 
Marietta College, graduating in 1996 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Accounting. While at Marietta, Jess was a member of Delta Tau Delta 
Fraternity, where he held various leadership positions, and belonged 
to the honorary business fraternity, Tau Pi Phi. He also earned the 
rank of Eagle Scout in 1992.

In September 2001, Jess married Kelly Elaine Wolford of Marietta, 
OH. Jess and Kelly are blessed with two sons, Jordan and Logan, who 
attend Morgan Local Schools. They are active in youth sports, playing 
soccer, basketball and track and field. The couple resides on the family 
farm in Malta.In his professional life, MWB Raines is a Certified Public 
Accountant and currently serves as the Vice President of Finance and 
Administration at Washington State Community College in Marietta. 

He is active in his community, coaching youth soccer, attending 
his boys’ sporting events, and is the Chief Financial Officer of the 
Morgan Education Foundation. 

He is Past President and Past Treasurer of the Morgan County 
Shrine Club, Past Chairman of the Muskingum Valley Chapter of 
the American Red Cross and serves on the Board of Directors of 
the Economic Roundtable of the Ohio Valley. Jess and his family are 
members of Malta United Methodist Church at Malta.

In 1998, he began his Masonic career by joining Valley Lodge No. 145 in Malta. 

He served as the Worshipful Master, or presiding officer of the lodge, in 2001-03. Masons use the original 
definition of the word worshipful: honorable. English mayors and judges are addressed by the title of “Worshipful” 
even today. As Grand Master, members of the fraternity will call Brother Raines “Most Worshipful Brother.” He 
is an Honorary Member of several Lodges throughout the state, including the first Masonic Lodge in Ohio, 
American Union No. 1, in Marietta.

His service to the Grand Lodge of Ohio began in 2009 when he was appointed as District Deputy Grand 
Master, serving three years until being appointed Junior Grand Deacon on April 21, 2012, by Most Worshipful 
Brother Kevin B. Todd. He was subsequently appointed as Senior Grand Deacon, Grand Marshal, Grand Orator, 
and was elected Junior Grand Warden in Columbus in 2015, Senior Grand Warden in Sandusky in 2016, Deputy 
Grand Master in Dayton in 2017, and he was elected to serve the Brethren of the Great State of Ohio as Grand 
Master, being Installed in Sandusky on Oct. 13, 2018. He has been active in several Masonic organizations in his 
lifetime.   (Continued on page 9.)



First, I would like to express my sincere 
appreciation to all who contributed to a very 
successful Scottish Rite Degree Day on January 26st 
at the Canton Masonic Temple.  

Again, as in the past, the Degree work was 
excellent by all the Valleys. Congratulations to the 
great number of new candidates for our Valley who 
attended as well.  Upon completion of the day, I had 
the opportunity to speak with a number of them and 
to the man, they were extremely impressed by the 
excellence of the degree work and looked forward to 
filling their passport as soon as possible. 

For our part, I thank Illustrious Brother Joe 
Levey, 33 ;̊ Worshipful Brother Bill McCallum; and 
Illustrious Brother Bill Turner, 33˚ for their assistance 
at the registration table.  Their efforts to ensure that all 
candidates and members were properly registered, had 
their meal tickets and passports stamped was sincerely appreciated as all were able to leave the Temple in a very 
timely manner.  The lines and time was greatly reduced by keeping the passports at the registration table rather than 
having everyone returning after each degree.  Well done, Brethren!

I also thank Illustrious Brother Mike Bailey, 33º, Director of the Tenth Degree and the entire cast for an excellent 
ritualistic work.  You received many compliments from the Brethren and it was well deserved.  As always, Illustrious 
Brother Jim Easterling Jr., 33 ,̊ Active Member of Supreme Council, for his steadfast support of the Valley of Akron.  
This day is a team effort on the part of all six valleys as demonstrated by an attendance of over four hundred Scottish 
Rite Masons. Outstanding!

A very special “thank you” also to Illustrious Brother Jim Fidler, 33° Executive Secretary, Valley of Canton and 
Bill Rogers, MSA. And to his very capable assistant and their staff for their hard work and exceptional planning for 
this most successful event.  When an event of this magnitude is so successful, it demonstrates exactly how advance 
planning, coordination with everyone involved and exceptional leadership sets the stage for what will remain a 
memorable event in everyone’s memory.

Brethren, our Spring Reunion is right around the corner: April 25-27, 2019.  It really starts on the 24th, however 
that evening is for the candidates only and will involve showing the Fourth Degree on DVD, and providing all 
information to them at that time rather than having them come in early on Thursday evening.  Hopefully, this will 
assist in speeding the Reunion along and maintaining the degree schedule. (Concludes on page 9.)

    Secretary’s Corner by George Seabeck, 33O
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DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE  
MAY-JUNE ISSUE: 

FRI. APRIL 19:  
EMAIL EDITOR DXFERRIS @ GMAIL.COM

PAY YOUR TAXES. THEN TELL US HOW IT WENT. 



Valley of Akron
Chairman of Trustees: George E. Tilden, 33°

Vice-Chair: Jeffery L. Burton, MSA 

Trustees: Marc A. Osborne; George R. Nockengost, 
 M.S.A.; Jesse R. Pertee; David A. Korb; Terry L.  
 Regenos, M.S.A.; and Kevin L. Tanner

Secretary: George A. Seabeck, 33° 

Hospitaler: William E. Murphy, 33°

Deputy’s Representative
Brethren...
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Brethren, it is with my heartfelt thanks to all of our top-line signers who 
have gotten a petition for our spring reunion. We are fast approaching 50 
candidates, and I know that we have not seen that kind of class in many, 
many many years. 

I would also like to thank the cast, stagecraft, robbing and Ill. Bro. Dr. Gary 
Williams, our director for the 20th degree that was conferred after our stated 
meeting in February. 

I have heard many positive comments about our conferral, and everyone is 
to be congratulated. It was great to see so many of our new candidates there 
to witness the degree as well as few of our candidates even in the degree. 

We will be having our Sovereign Grand Commander Ill. Bro. David Glattly 
in the State of Ohio the 1st full week of November. We are currently plan-
ning on a program during his visit. Please stay tuned for the date and event 
that I’m sure we will all enjoy. 

As Old Man Winter is finally leaving, may we continue to travel to our Blue 
Lodges to promote Scottish Rite Masonry. Thanks again to all of our presid-
ing officers, trustees and our office staff for all that they are doing to see that 
The Valley of Akron continues to head in the right direction.

— Fraternally, James F Easterling, Jr.



DEGREE NIGHT
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Above: February 21st. Degree night. If you weren’t there, you missed a show..

Below: Two visitors from the Valley of Cleveland: Roger Edgington, 33° (left) and Walt Klein, 33°.



froM reUnIon DIreCTor 

GeorGe TIlDen, 33º 

To all MeMbers of The Valley of akron:

As your Reunion Director, I congratulate the 
Presiding Officers, their concurrent bodies, cast 
members, Degree Directors, Stage Craft and 
Registration Committee for your continuous 
devotion and dedication to this great fraternity of 
the Scottish Rite Freemasonry. Please consider 
joining them as we continue our journey to a 
successful Spring Reunion in honor of Most 
Worshipful and Illustrious Brother, Jess Raines, 
33º, Grand Master of Masons in Ohio.

The roads are clear and our GPS (Go, Promote & 
Succeed) is set with our tanks full. Ready, set and 
here we go to attain our goal of 100 candidates! 
It’s not too late! I challenge you to bring in 2 
candidates – one to replace yourself and one to 
grow on. We have reached the 29th mile marker in 
our journey to successfully cross the finish line 
at the 100th mile by April 2019.

I look forward to your support for the 2018-2019 
Valley of Akron Reunion participants, welcoming 
the Grand Master of Ohio and congratulating 
our new candidates as they cross the line to 
become 32nd Degree Masons. Be sure to arrive 
early, fill the parking lot every night and share 
the Brotherhood. Invest in Freemasonry and the 
Valley of Akron. The best is yet to be. Each of 
you is a valuable member of our TEAM and we 
need you there as our Valley takes the Victory lap. 
Come and celebrate with us!

April 24-27, 2019: 
Reunion at Cuyahoga Falls Masonic Temple

Wednesday, April 24th: 
For Candidates Only.  
4th Degree DVD shown.

Thursday, April 25: 
6:30 p.m., dinner. 
Immediately following dinner, will have 

Membership and Service Awards Recognition.  
MWB Jess N. Raines, 33°, Class Honoree will 
be in attendance. 

8:00 p.m.,  8th Degree.

Friday, April 26: 
7 p.m., 15th Degree. 
8:30 p.m.,  18th Degree. Refreshments after.

Saturday, April 27:
7 - 8:00 a.m.,  Breakfast
8:30 a.m.,  27th Degree
10:15 a.m.,  32nd Degree
12:00 noon,  lunch  
Featuring address by Grand Master.

Your spring reunion

HELP WANTED: STAGECRAFT TEAM SEEKS MEMBERS
Are you looking for a behind the scenes way to help out the Valley? The Stagecraft Team can use you. 

Stagecraft members are responsible for set-up and tear-down of all the sets and props used in degree 
portrayals. If you are interested in being part of this very important team, please contact RWB Kevin 
Tanner at 330-322-1823 or tannerk@neo.rr.com. Be part of the magic!
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continued...
Secretary’s Corner, from page 5...

This is a very special Reunion for two reasons:  

1. It is named in honor of Illustrious and Most Worshipful Brother Jess N. Raines, 33 ,̊ Grand Master of Masons 
in Ohio.  Most Worshipful Brother Raines will be in attendance Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  Please plan on attending 
and listening to his address.  I feel confident you will benefit hearing what he has to say about the future of Freemasonry.  

2.  This is a fee free Reunion.  This is the only time we will be permitted to have a Reunion of this nature.  Now is 
the time to consider recommending those Brethren whom you have thought about for a long time to get them to become 
members of the Valley of Akron.  We are doing pretty well so far, but we need everyone to assist if we are to really be 
successful.  

Speaking of this, I would like to extend a very special “THANK YOU” to all who have turned in petitions in an effort 
to make this a Reunion that will be remembered for a long time.  The meetings which we have had with the Candidates 
thus far, have be extremely successful in that a number of them have turned in petitions from their Brother Master Masons 
who desire to take the Scottish Rite Journey with them.

April 1, 2019 is the deadline for Abbott Scholarship applications. They may be obtained from the office or on the 
Supreme Council Web Site.  The qualification of the Abbott Scholarship are listed in this Rite Lite.  They may be procured 
by going on line at Supreme Council or by calling the office and we will either email or send them the application.

Your Rite Lite has a list of all the upcoming events. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the 
office.

MERIDIAN SUN #69
INSPECTION IN FC

CANDLELIGHT DEGREE
SATURDAY, MARCH 23

PRECEDED BY OUR FAMOUS 
SWISS STEAK DINNER. MEAL 6 PM. 

IN SCENIC DOWNTOWN RICHFIELD

Ill. and MWB Bro. Raines, 33º, from page 4...

Most Worshipful Brother Raines is a Thirty-Third Degree Mason of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Valley 
of Cambridge, having been coroneted in Rochester, NY, on August 29, 2017. He and his wife are members of the 
Olive Branch Chapter No. 251, Order of Eastern Star.

Jess is a member of Aladdin Shriners and the Morgan County and Marietta Shrine Clubs. He is also a member 
of American Union Chapter No. 1 Royal Arch Masons, Marietta Council No. 78 Royal and Select Masons, and 
Marietta Commandery No. 50 Knights Templar. Most Worshipful Brother Raines is also a member of Ohio Valley 
York Rite College No. 196. He is also a recipient of the Honorary Legion of Honor, Order of DeMolay. He is also 
an honorary member of the National Sojourners, Cleveland Chapter No. 23.
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[ DEADLINE: APRIL 1, 2019 ]

[ DEADLINE: APRIL 1, 2019 ]



A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Do you have a business or service that is available to 
the public? Do your Masonic brethren, their families and 
friends know about you, your company and the services 
that you provide? Why not place a tax deductible adver-
tisement in the Rite Lite? Advertising in the Rite Lite would 
be a nice way to reach out to your brethren and friends. 
The Rite Lite can print your business card size advertise-
ment, as the example shown on page 3, for a nominal fee.

The Rite Lite is published by the Valley of Akron at least 
six times per year with a circulation of approximately 1,000 
members. There is an additional distribution of several 
hundred copies by email. All Rite Lite issues are presently 
being posted on the Valley of Akron’s web site at <www.
ValleyOfAkron.com>.

All advertisement must be of good taste and approved 
by the Rite Lite Editor. All fees paid for ads are utilized by 
the Valley of Akron to help underwrite the cost of publica-
tion and distribution of the Rite Lite. The fee for a business 
card size is $50.00 for a single issue or $175.00, for one 
year. Other advertisement sizes and rates are available 
upon request. A photo ready copy of each advertisement 
is required. Anyone interested in placing an ad in the Rite 
Lite, should request a form. A form is attached to the email 
version of the Rite Lite.

Anyone who is interested in placing an ad in the Rite Lite 
should contact:

  Valley of Akron Secretary,
   Tel: 330. 666.8443 email: 
  <secretary@valleyofakron.com>

  David Ferris, 32°, Editor
  Tel: 330.328.2594 email: 
  <dxferris@gmail.com> 

RECOMMENDED READING FOR ALL MASONIC OFFICERS...
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   The book The Successful Lodge: 
Best Practices in Freemasonry 
collects battle-tested advice from 
70 Brethren in Ohio’s 21st District. 
This handy Mason’s manual col-
lects a diverse array of tips and 
techniques to keep your Lodge 
productive and harmonious.

196 pages • 5x8”  •  31 images  •  $14.95 
paperback  •  $5.99 e-book

The Successful Lodge paperbacks 
and e-books are available online  
exclusively at Amazon.com. 
GET IT THERE ON TIME — SHIPS 
FREE WITH PRIME!  Or contact MWB 
Easterling at jimjr1137@neo.rr.com or 
330-608-8891.

MASON BOOK
by Brethren you know
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RITE LITE
A.A.S.R. Valley of Akron
150 Springside Drive, Suite B-210
Akron, OH 44333

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

WILL YOU 
BE 

MOVING?
Your Valley wastes money 

every month by sending mail 
to bad addresses. Not only do 
we waste postage, but we are 
charged for the returned mail. 
PLEASE, if you are moving, or if 
you have already moved, please 
send or call the Valley Office 
with your updated mailing ad-
dress.

Please telephone the Valley of 
Akron Secretary at 330.666.8443 
with all new information or 
changes.

fbcx The Rite Lite is published by the
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite

(A.A.S.R.)
Valley of Akron

150 Springside Drive, Suite B-210
Akron, Ohio 44333

Office Hours: 9:00 AM to noon Mon-
day - Friday and by appointment

A.A.S.R. Tel.: 330.666.8443
A.A.S.R. Fax: 330.666.8050

email: Secretary@valleyofakron.com

Committee Chairman / Editor
David Ferris, 32°
Tel: 330.865.0929

email: dxferris@yahoo.com

YOUR VALLEY ON 
THE WEB

www.ValleyOfAkron.com
Find us on Facebook

UNDER GOD

PRESORT STANDARD
US POSTAGE PAID

AKRON, OH
PERMIT #11

“Scottish Rite is the fraternity of choice.”


