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Announcing our Ohio Masonic Weekend location 
 
My dearest Brethren, 

It is with great excitement that I announce that the Ohio Masonic Weekend, scheduled 
for September 13-14, 2025, will be held at the beautiful and historic Canton Masonic 
Temple! This legendary venue, rich with architectural splendor and deep Masonic significance, 
will provide an unforgettable atmosphere for this remarkable gathering of Freemasons from 
across the state. 

For those who have not yet experienced the grandeur of the Canton Masonic Temple, prepare to 
be inspired. Its breathtaking lodge rooms, rich history, and timeless beauty will add 
immeasurably to the initiation experience, ensuring that all who attend will walk away with a 
profound sense of Masonic tradition and purpose. What a truly fitting setting for an event that 
celebrates our Craft and deepens our Brotherhood! 

For those wishing to stay overnight, Canton offers a wealth of nearby hotels for 
accommodations on Friday and/or Saturday nights, making it easy to fully immerse yourself in 
the fellowship and spirit of this extraordinary weekend. We encourage you to make plans early 
and prepare for a Masonic experience unlike any other! 

Stay tuned for additional details as we draw closer to this special occasion. We look forward to 
gathering in Canton for what promises to be a truly LEGENDARY Ohio Masonic Weekend! 

 
Fraternally and sincerely yours, 

 
William M. Carter, III 
Grand Master 
Grand Lodge of Ohio, F&AM 
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Your Rite Lite newsletter looks better with more 
photographs. If you take pictures at a Valley event, 
please share with the editor: dxferris@gmail.com.

Rite Lite newsletter. A publication of the Valley of Akron, A.A.S.R., Ohio.  
Published every other month, in print and electronic editions. Email updates weekly.  

The next Rite Lite newsletter will arrive in early November. This will be the final issue of 2025. 
If you have news or announcements, this deadline is Sunday, October 12.

email the editor: DXFERRIS@GMAIL.COM . We are happy to do what we can for you.

Our vision: We will strive to be a fraternity that fulfills our Masonic obligation to care for our members.

VALLEY
CALENDAR

COVER:

NEWLY CORONETED VALLEY OF AKRON BRETHREN RWB 
LARRY P. WILSON (LEFT) AND RWB MARC A. OSBORNE 
(RIGHT) RECEIVED THE 330 AT THE NMJ'S 2025 ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16:  
SUPREME COUNCIL LEADERSHIP WEBINAR. 7 PM

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18: 
VALLEY OF AKRON STATED & TRUSTEE MEETINGS. TRUSTEES 
AND OFFICERS MEETING WITH NEW OPENING CEREMONY, 6:30 PM. 
STATED MEETING BEGINS 7:30 P.M. CUYAHOGA FALLS TEMPLE. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5: 
VALLEY OF AKRON BLOOD DRIVE. NOON-3 PM. SEE PAGE 3.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20: 
VALLEY OF AKRON STATED & TRUSTEE MEETINGS. 6:30 PM.

VALLEY OF AKRON / P.O. BOX 468 / CUYAHOGA FALLS, OHIO 44223
VALLEYOFAKRONOHIO@GMAIL.COM   
234.900.5424
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WE NEED PHOTOS.
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CHANCEY TO RECEIVE 33ºCHANCEY SELECTED TO RECEIVE 33ºCHANCEY SELECTED TO RECEIVE 33º

It is a privilege and honor to announce Sublime Prince Mark "Dutch" Chancey, MSA, 
at our 2025 Annual Meeting of the Supreme Council in Indianapolis, was elected to 
receive the Thirty-Third Degree.

Sublime Prince Dutch Chancey, MSA, will be coroneted a Thirty-Third Degree at the 
2027 Annual Meeting of the Supreme Council in Boston, MA.

Congratulatory cards can be sent to:

Dutch Chancey  •  741 Salisbury Way  •  Copley, OH 44321-1294

Phone:  (330) 697-1095 • Email:  dutchc1954@yahoo.com



Greetings, Brethren.

As both a 32° Scottish Rite Mason and a software engineer, I’ve noticed 
an interesting truth. Life is basically one giant codebase. And most days, it’s 
written by an intern with questionable coffee habits. 

Now, if you have spent any amount of time in the Craft, you already know 
we love our symbols, allegories, and lessons. If you have spent time in software 
development, you know we love our… comments in the code that don’t match 
what the code actually does. Turns out, those two worlds are not so different.

 Entered Apprentice = “Hello, World”
In programming, your first lesson is the modest “Hello, World” script. This is proof you can get 

the system to respond without blowing up the entire server. In Freemasonry, the Entered Apprentice 
Degree is the same thing, your initiation into the system.

They hand you a few working tools, teach you some syntax for life, and trust you won’t fail in public.

 

The Fellow Craft = Version 2.0
The Fellow Craft Degree is all about gaining more knowledge like upgrading from your first “Hello, 

World” to a fully functioning app. Just as programmers move from “It runs” to “It runs efficiently,” 
Freemasons move from “I know the words” to “I understand the meaning.” And sometimes, like in 
software, we both forget a line or two.

 

Master Mason = Release Candidate
Becoming a Master Mason is like hitting your first stable release: You have fixed the critical bugs, 

tested your functions, and know enough to be dangerous. The Scottish Rite, though, is like the extended 
API — 29 degrees of advanced features, hidden methods, and Easter eggs you didn’t even know existed.

 

Debugging = Masonic Reflection
Programmers debug code to find where things are broken. Likewise, Freemasons reflect on their 

actions to find where we broke. In both cases, we don’t blame the compiler. We take responsibility, fix 
the logic, and push a better version of ourselves into production.

Concludes on the following page.

DEBUGGING LIFE'S CODE
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DEBUGGING LIFE’S CODEDEBUGGING LIFE’S CODE
THROUGH MASONIC PRINCIPLESTHROUGH MASONIC PRINCIPLES
Reflections from the Senior Warden, Aroba Lodge of PerfectionReflections from the Senior Warden, Aroba Lodge of Perfection
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The 14° = Your “Admin Credentials”
Getting the 14° is like getting life’s ultimate admin password. You can’t just open the lodge door, but 

you can metaphorically reboot your own operating system. However, with great root access comes great 
responsibility. You can’t sudo your way out of bad decisions. and trust me, there’s no command to delete 
consequences.

 

Masonic Mentorship = Code Reviews
In IT, code reviews keep us from deploying disasters. In Masonry, mentorship keeps us from doing 

the same in life. Both involve a wise Brother (or senior developer) gently saying, “Interesting approach… 
but maybe don’t do that.”

 

Masonic Tradition = Legacy Code
Every programmer inherits "legacy code," ancient scripts written by people who are long gone, in a 

language no one uses anymore. In the Craft, we inherit ancient traditions. The difference? In Masonry, 
we want to preserve that legacy. In software, we just dream of rewriting it from scratch… but never have 
the budget.

 

Degrees = Patches
Each Masonic degree is like applying a patch. Whether it’s fixing a flaw, adding functionality, or 

improving stability. By the time you receive the 32°, you’re running a solid, secure build of yourself… 
though the occasional memory leak, like forgetting where you put your apron or code book, is still 
possible.

 

Conclusion
Life’s code will always have bugs. As a Mason and a software engineer, I have learned that both 

worlds teach the same core lesson:

•	 Keep learning.

•	 Keep building.

•	 Keep debugging.

And if all else fails? 

Turn it off and back on again. 

It works for servers, and sometimes for your own attitude.

		
		         
					         	          — Christopher W. R. Schill
							         Treasurer, Valley of Akron AASR
							         Senior Warden, Aroba Lodge of Perfection
	



Brethren... 
Welcome back from a hot AND dry summer. As we return to 

our labors, we have many opportunities to promote our Scottish 
Rite.  We will be continuing the Rite on the Road program,  
Thursday Night at the Rite, Veterans Recognition Program, as 
well as the Masonic Assistance Program.  

We also have new leadership in the state, as our Supreme 
Council and convened. MWBb & Ill. Bro William Carter, 33°  is 
now an Active Member of Supreme Council with residency in 
the Valley of Cleveland.  

Congratulations to Mark "Dutch" Chancey on being elected to 
receive the 33° in Boston in 2027. 

The Valley of Akron is one of the ten Valleys in the State who were recognized as a Valley of 
Excellence. And the presiding officers are working hard on continuing the program the upcoming 
year and I hope that each of you will participate in your Valley's quest to fulfill the goal again this 
year. As we move forward to fall I look forward to seeing you at an event soon. 

Please keep Ill Bro. Frank Sekeres, 33°, Deputy's Representative for the Valley of Canton, in your 
thoughts and prayers. He is experiencing some serious health issues.  Stay strong, Frank.

		  James F. Easterling, Jr., Active Member 
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ACTIVE MEMBERYOUR ACTIVE MEMBER SAYS...YOUR ACTIVE MEMBER SAYS...

Valley of Akron 2024

Chairman: 
 Illustrious Richard Landals, 33° 
Vice-Chairman: 
 Illustrious William Murphy, 33º
Trustees: 
 AJ Nall, MSA 
 Illustrious Jason Kidd, 33°, MSA
 Joshua Prokop, MSA

Secretary: 
 Illustrious George E. Tilden, 33º
Treasurer: Christopher Schill
Active Member, Supreme Council:
 Ill. Brother James F. Easterling, Jr., 33º

Officers
 

Thrice Potent Master: 
 Christopher Titus
Sovereign Prince: 
 Mark Chancey, MSA
Most Wise Master: 
 Scott Taunt
Commander in Chief: 
 Rory Wolff

Rite Lite Newsletter

Editor: David S. Ferris, MSA
Production & Distribution:  
 Illustrious George E. Tilden, 33º
Staff Photographers: Christopher Schill, Steven D.  
 Prentiss, Ill. Brother James F. Easterling, Jr., 33º 



BACK TO WORK 

We celebrated Labor Day on Monday, September 1, 
2025. Now the Scottish Rite Fall 2025 is here. And now 
our Masonic labors resume.

Our AASR Valley of Akron September Stated 
Meeting will be held on Thursday, September 18, at the 
Falls Masonic Temple.

The Trustees Meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m., in the 
dining room. All officers are encouraged to be present.

Please plan to attend the Stated Meeting to support 
our 2025-2026 Officers and witness our new opening 
ceremony at 7:30 p.m. 

At 8:00 p.m., we will also honor members who will 
receive service awards and other recognitions. 

I encourage you to invite your lady to attend and 
congratulate these Brethren. Following the award 
presentation, refreshments will be served in the dining room.

 
COMMANDERS LISTENING TOUR IS COMING TO CANTON

Please note a change of venue regarding the Commanders Listening Tour schedule for Ohio. The 
September 20 event has been changed from The Valley of Cambridge to The Valley of Canton. 

While optional, I would encourage you to attend and share your thoughts for the future of The 
Scottish Rite with Commander Wheeler.

If you have not received an invitation through your email, registration is simple. Log in to your 
Scottish Rite Member Center (https://scottishritenmj.org) and the listening tour information and 
registration is prominent on the top of the landing page. 

If you plan on attending, it is important to register so the Valley has a correct head count for lunch.

Illustrious Dick Heldman, 33°, Deputy for Ohio, has provided brief tour info and tour dates with 
locations below:

Join Sovereign Grand Commander Walt Wheeler on his 2025 Northern Masonic Jurisdiction 
Listening Tour—a crucial opportunity to share your ideas, insights, and aspirations for the future of 
the Scottish Rite. Brothers from any Valley, in any state, are encouraged to attend any of the events. 
Whether you're a seasoned leader or newly initiated Brother, your voice matters. This tour is about truly 
listening to what’s working, what needs to improve, and the bold steps we must take to strengthen our 
Valleys, deepen our Brotherhood, and ensure an expansive, thriving future for Scottish Rite. 

We’re not just asking questions... we’re building a path forward, together. 
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SECRETARY'S CORNERSECRETARY'S CORNERSECRETARY'S CORNER
by Ill . George Tilden, 33º
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SECRETARY'S CORNERSECRETARY'S CORNERSECRETARY'S CORNER
by Ill . George Tilden, 33º

Continued...

YOUR DUES ARE DUE

The Supreme Council NMJ sent you your 2026 Dues notice in August. Please forward your 
payment to the Valley of Akron P.O. Box 468 Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44222. 

Or for your convenience, visit valleyofakronohio.com. Look for the PAYMENT tab and follow the 
directions. 

HELP WANTED: HOSPITALER

The AASR Valley of Akron is seeking to fill the position of Hospitaler. The duties and 
responsibilities may include the following: 

To visit or call on our members who are in the Hospital, Care Facilities, or confined at home.

To send cards of Get Well, Thinking of You or Cards of Remembrance to the families of those who 
pass away. 

To make your reports by attending Trustee and Stated Meetings. You will be asked by our Presiding 
Officers at stated Meetings to offer a prayer to those Brothers who are in the Hospital, Care Facilities, at 
home or to those who have passed away.

To submit to our Rite Lite editor a written report of those who are ill, confined or a memorial to those 
who have passed. 

To attend calling hours or funerals of our departed Brethren.

If you are interested in this position please forward a letter of intent to the Valley Secretary. The 2025 
- 2026 Presiding Officers will make the appointment. 

Thank you for your consideration in this important position.

	

	    	

							       Fraternally,

							       George E. Tilden, 33° 
      							        Executive Secretary,  
      							        Valley of Akron, A.A.S.R. 
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Greetings, Brethren:

As the summer break comes to an end, we will soon be resuming our labors at the Cuyahoga Falls 
Masonic Temple. Our next stated meeting will take place September 18th.  

There will also be a Masonic Weekend taking place on September 13 – 14, at the Canton Masonic 
Temple. 

At this event nine Scottish Rite degrees will be conferred: the 4th, 14th, 16th, 17th,18th, 19th, 28th, 
31st, and the 32nd.

At the September meeting we will be trying a new opening and closing for the first time. 

We will also be presenting awards at the September meeting, so be sure to attend and support your 
Brethren. 

I hope to see you there!

 
									         Fraternally,

									         Chris Titus, HGA
									         Thrice Potent Master 
									         Aroba Lodge of Perfection
							     

THRICE POTENT MASTERFROM THE THRICE POTENT MASTERFROM THE THRICE POTENT MASTER



SUN FUN FAMILY MASONRYSUN, FUN, FAMILY, AND FREEMASONRYSUN, FUN, FAMILY, AND FREEMASONRY

Scenes from the Valley's Annual Family Picnic & Golf Outing July 26 at Rolling Greens 
in Uniontown. Above: Elizabeth Schill, daughter of Treasurer Christopher, is too young 
to recognize Caddyshack references, but still brightened up the day. Below: Facing a 
tough lie, MWB James F. Easterling Jr., 330 debates whether winter rules apply.
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OFFICERSVALLEY OF AKRON OFFICERS 2025VALLEY OF AKRON OFFICERS 2025
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Aroba Lodge 
of Perfection

Thrice Potent Master: 
Christopher Titus, 
HGA

Deputy Master: 
Craig Jennings

Senior Warden: 
Christopher Schill

Junior Warden: 
William Thrasher

Orator: 
Joel Idle

Master of Ceremonies: 
Doug Corlett

Captain of the Guard: 
Rick Tretow

Secretary for All 
Bodies: Ill. George E. 
Tilden, 330

Treasurer: 
Christopher Schill

Tyler for All Bodies: 
Jamie Leaver

Adar Council, 
Princes of  
Jerusalem

Sovereign Prince:

Mark "Dutch" 
Chancey, MSA

High Priest:

David Korb, MSA

Senior Warden:

William Lovell, Jr.

Junior Warden:

William Young

Master of 
Ceremonies:

Joseph Rothburst

Master of Entrances:

Scott Weinstock

Akron  
Consistory

Commander-In-
Chief:

Rory Wolff

1st Lieutenant  
Commander:

James Lutz

2nd Lieutenant  
Commander:

Alan Burton, MSA

Orator:

Scott Keenan

Chancellor:

George Oberlin

Arras Chapter, 
Rose Croix

Most Wise Master:

Scott Taunt

Senior Warden:

Mickey Becerra

Junior Warden:

Jason Boggs

Orator:

Michael Settle

Master of 
Ceremonies:

John Young
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PLAY BALL!!PLAY BALL!!PLAY BALL!!

Dozens of Brethren gathered for a night of major league fun at the 
Akron's minor league ballpark in July, enjoying fine weather and 
fellowship at downtown Akron's Canal Park. The Akron RubberDucks 
are the Guardians' Double A team.
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LEFT: Ill. Marc A. Osborne, 330 and wife Sheri. RIGHT: Ill. Larry P. Wilson, 330 and 
wife Karen. BELOW: The Valley of Akron Contingent, including Ill. Richard Landals, 
330; IlL. L. Jason Kidd, 330; Ill. Michael Bailey, 330; Ill. Michael Zabor, 330.

SUPREME COUNCILNMJ ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SUPREME COUNCILNMJ ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL



SUPREME COUNCILNMJ ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SUPREME COUNCILNMJ ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL

ABOVE, FROM LEFT: Valley of Akron Secretary, Ill. George E. Tilden, 330 and 
wife Gloria. Also Deputy for Ohio Ill Bro. Dick Heldman and 330 and wife Susan. 
BELOW: Valley Chair Ill. Richard Landals, 330; Ill. Michael Zabor 330; and MWB 
Ill. James F. Easterling Jr., 330, Past Master of Masons in Ohio.
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ABOVE, LEFT:

The RWB with the most RPMs, Ill. 
Marc A. Osborne, 330 at Indiana's 
State Fair Midway.

ABOVE, RIGHT: Osborne and Valley 
Trustee Ill. Jason L. Kidd, 330.

LEFT, LEFT TO RIGHT: Ill. Larry 
P. Wilson, 330, with MWB Ill. 
Bill Carter, 330, Grand Master 
of Masons of Ohio; and Osborne.

SUPREME COUNCIL
NMJ ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SUPREME COUNCILNMJ ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
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Please contact the Valley office to report ill and deceased Brethren.
The Valley is taking applications for a Hospitaler. Please see page 5 for details.

Also, please notify him when you come home from the hospital or if you go to a nursing home.  
Your cooperation will help us to keep our records up to date.  (Nursing homes will not give us any 
information.) Updated 2 July, 2025.

~ Ill and Distressed Brethren ~

Brother Larry Frye

Sublime Prince William Lovell Jr.
Illustrious Richard McMasters, 33º

Illustrious David Snyder Sr., 33°
Illustrious Gary Williams, 33º

			 

~ Prayer ~

We come to You at this time. We humbly ask Your gentle love. And grant us the grace 
and strength to accept this burden. We place our brothers that have passed into Your 
hands. We place our sick under Your care and humbly ask that You restore Your servants 
to health again. Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge  Your holy will and know 
that whatsoever You do, You do for the love of your children. Amen. 

	

			 

		

It is with much sadness I report the death of Illustrious Brother Leroy Hackenberg, 33°.
He passed away to the celestial lodge above on August 13, 2025. 
Our brother was a Past Master of New Franklin Lodge No. 803.
He received his 33° in 2013.
Please keep the family of Illustrious Leroy Hackenberg, 33°, in your prayers.
May he rest in peace.

IN MEMORIAM

HOSPITALER’S REPORT



WILL YOU 
BE MOVING?

Your Valley wastes money ev-
ery month by sending mail to 
bad addresses. Not only do 
we waste postage, but we are 
charged for the returned mail. 

PLEASE, if you are moving, 
or if you have already moved, 
please send or call the Valley 
Office with your updated mail-
ing address.

Please call the Valley 
of Akron Secretary at 
234.900.5424 with all new 
information, updates or 
changes.

YOUR VALLEY ON 
THE WEB

www.ValleyOfAkronOhio.com

Find us on Facebook

The Rite Lite is published 
by The

Ancient Accepted  
Scottish Rite

(A.A.S.R.)
Valley of Akron

P.O. Box 468 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 

44222 - 0468

Office Hours: 9:00-noon  
Monday-Friday  

or by appointment
A.A.S.R. Tel.: 234.900.5424

ValleyOfAkronOhio 
@gmail.com

Editor / Committee
David S. Ferris, MSA
dxferris@gmail.com

“Scottish Rite is the fraternity of choice.”

RITE LITE
A.A.S.R. Valley of Akron

2307 Sacket Ave. 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44223

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED


